The Susanna Wesley Foundation

Podcast 17:
Beauty and Sorrow: the afterlife and a “good death”

June Boyce-Tillman and Emma Pavey

What resonated most with you in listening to this podcast?
What gave you pause for thought?

Some quotes to reflect on:

¥ (5.50) June: Whether you believe in a heaven or not, when we go into the earth, we're
going to turn into something else, whether we go in as ash, or as a body. So we're going to
turn into a piece of soil, which may become a tree, and so on. So in a funny way..we've got
eternal life, whether we like it or not, because nothing in the universe goes to nothing. It
always becomes something else.

¥ (22.03) June: Well, many people have got secrets that haven't been told. And maybe at the
very end, they do want, at least to tell the secret before they die.

¥ (25.29) June: I've tried to put everything in order for my sons. So the service is done. And,
you know, powers of attorney. And that was really hard. But it was very helpful to have the
conversation. Because | think, you know, I've left it as prepared as | can, you need to face up
to it, you can't just say I'm just going to be burned and, and then we'll have a party. It's not
as simple as that. And you miss out on a lot of things that you need to do.

¥ (35.07) June: It was the ultimate sadness. But the ultimate, you know, beauty. It was an
unbelievably beautiful image..And, you know, | thought if we can make it that if we can
make the beauty and sadness come together, in some way...But it's hard. Of course, it's hard
for everyone.

¥ (35.56) Emma: think sometimes we give the impression if we talk enough about death and
dying, it will be comfortable, and we'll be fine. And | think, you know, there's an element of,
we can do a lot of learning that will make things easier. But...isn't it always hard?
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¥ Resources and references mentioned

¥ Emily Dickenson ‘Because | could not stop for death’ poem.
¥ Mozart's Requiem, Dies Irae

¥ Verdi's Requiem, Dies Irae

¥ Elgar, The Dream of Gerontius

¥ Cécile Chaminade, Automne

% John Taverner, Missa Corona spinea
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https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47652/because-i-could-not-stop-for-death-479
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVc9G36uxPc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6cogix3cwQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnwmVypRY-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOwhUTp9lxA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NELPgupO5w8

