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Plenary Sessions

Environmental Education for Adaptation: Knowledge, Consumption and
the Ontological Question

Alastair Mcintosh

In 1991, Alastair led research for the Environmental Education for
Adaptation report of the Principal’s Environmental Initiative at Edinburgh
University. The report influenced many other universities in the run-

up to the Earth Summit in Rio, thirty years ago this month. What did it
say about the role of a university in time of climate change and wider
ecological emergency? How does such a message sit with current forms
of education that are often shaped towards a competitive world with high
material consumption? And how might education’s relationship to spiritual
values reflect on our ontology (our sense of what a human being is) and
our epistemology (our sense of what knowledge is) as we step into the
role of educators for an emerging world?

18th Century West Indies: A Case Study: learning for Christian motivated
sustainability in educational institutions with Christian foundations

Robert Beckford

Learning from a case study of the entanglement of Anglican Christian
mission, environmental degradation and racial capitalism in the 18"
Century West Indies — resources for new decolonial, intersectional
and compensatory approaches to Christian-motivated sustainability at
Anglican-founded Institutions.

Climate Change and the Christian Virtue of Hope
Steven van den Heuvel

In the ecological literature, there is a pervading sense of despair, or
hopelessness. While understandable considering the magnitude and
seriousness of the climate crisis — a ‘wicked problem’ —, messaging
centered on despair works counterproductively — it does not motivate
people towards changing their behaviour in ecologically friendly ways.
For people to be motivated, it is necessary to — on the one hand — be
realistic, while — on the other hand — to offer a hopeful perspective,
which emphasizes people’s agency in bringing about change.
The Christian tradition of thinking about hope as a
theological virtue can help navigate these twin
challenges. Steven will engage with Jonathan Lear’s
Radical Hope, arguing that his notion of open-
ended hope correlates with the understanding of
‘eschatological hope’ as presented by
Jurgen Moltmann.




16.10-17.00 The rights of nature: Interdisciplinary Approaches
Jérémie Gilbert, Neil Williams and Anne Robertson

The movement to support the rights of nature is gaining momentum,
with an increased affirmation of nature’s rights in laws, legal decisions,
and declarations worldwide. Recognizing the rights of nature is seen

by many as the paradigm shift needed to truly embed ecology and the
environment into nature-based policy and management solutions to
address biodiversity loss, climate change, and sustainable development.
Research exploring how this concept is grounded in different relevant
disciplines has mostly focussed on the social sciences; multidisciplinary
research between humanities, social sciences, and environmental
sciences is very limited. Based on a recent interdisciplinary scoping
project, our panel presentation will explore some commonalities between
humanities, social sciences and environmental sciences to support future
interdisciplinary research in this emerging field.




