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Susanna Wesley Foundation Annual Conference
Thursday 30th June, 2022

Breakout Sessions
15.00-16.00

Group 1 - QB 147 Nourishing the Soul: local food from urban farms

Led by Johnny Sertin and Ollie Cem

This interactive session will explore urban farming as a means of 
empowerment, of connecting people and their environment, and of 
building belonging and community. Johnny’s work with the Paradise 
Cooperative – a community enterprise enriching the lives of locals, 
learning through nature and working with the land – and Ollie’s 
work as Project Coordinator of Growhampton – an enterprise within 
Roehampton’s student union which engages students, staff and the wider 
community in food journeys – will provide stories and insights as the 
basis for a conversation. At its heart will be the themes of nourishment 
and building relationships – with the environment, with ourselves, with 
one another and with the social fabric – to grow a local ecosystem.

Group 2 - QB 146 Responding with our Souls to the Climate and Biodiversity Emergency: 
can Francis of Assisi span 800 years and bring us contemporary help? 

Led by Jane Morley
Accompanied by Nick Mayhew-Smith

Can Francis’s emphasis on deep, all-embracing relationship with God in 
Christ lead for us, as it did for him, to a unique sense of the close kinship 
of all creation? Can we learn from, and practise, his fierce, passionate 
loyalty towards and tender love for all his fellow-creatures, animate and 
inanimate? In our global trauma, can we praise God as he did, and find 
hope? Can this be an authentic response; can it have integrity? In this 
breakout session we will explore these questions through the medium of 
Francis’s famous ‘Canticle of the Creatures’, linking the poem  
with contemporary images and biblical text. 
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Group 3 - QB 145 The Challenges of Sustainable Business: obstacles, complexities, 
tensions and possibilities  

Led by Hiroko Onishi and Janice Moorhouse  
Chaired by Stephen Drinkwater

Drawing on their work and research in fashion and food, Jan Moorhouse 
and Hiroko Onishi will talk together about the issues facing producers, 
retailers and consumers. In her policy insight paper ‘Shaping the National 
Food Strategy: Rethink vegetable supply chains as networks not markets’ 
(Feb 2022) Jan highlights the difference between markets and networks: 
markets are assumed to be natural, inescapable and inevitable, rather 
than constructed, shaped and performed by actors and institutions. 
Network thinking focuses on how interactions actually take place between 
interdependent organisations, and how actors attempt to improve their 
position in networks. Jan will share her insights in conversation with 
Hiroko, whose work around ‘trade mark law’ in relation to sustainable 
fashion also opens up many issues around the different actors in the 
system. They will draw out tensions and highlight various mechanisms 
and approaches, inviting others to join in a conversation about alternative 
ways of perceiving and understanding sustainability.

Group 4 - QB 144 Action for Hope: a workshop for practical activists

Led by Ella Sibley-Ryan and Hannah Fremont-Brown

A workshop for practical activists – want to meet others and learn more 
about how you can take action on the climate crisis? Join us, we’ll start 
from where you are; optimists, pessimists, experts and amateurs, all 
welcome.

Group 5 - QB 143 Sustaining Ourselves through God’s Lens: contemplative photography  

Led by Morna Simpson

(starting indoors 
and moving 

outdoors)

Contemplative photography is a practice which incorporates prayerful 
practices from the Monastic tradition with methods of photography and 
ways of looking and really seeing into aspects of photographs. It moves 
the artistic essence of photography into a creative process which we 
enter into with God; rather than taking photographs, we receive them 
through a process of prayer and meditation where God guides us  
to see through the lens of the Divine. This session will involve  
learning to look and look again, so that we might see  
through God’s lens. There will be time to put this to  
practice as we prayerfully contemplate the surroun- 
dings offered by the University of Roehampton’s  
campus, and its distractions, and to consider  
ways in which to practice contemplative photo- 
graphy in the midst of a regular day.  


