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 1. COMPLICATIONS 
 1.1 Two Sexes 

 One Sex 

 Two Sexes 

 One Sex in Church  

 Complementarity  

 1.2 Heterosexuality 

 2. CHALLENGES 

 2.1 Conservative and Theologies  

 2.2 Secular Orthodoxies 

 
 



 

 

 3. THEOLOGICAL  INSIGHTS 
3.1 The Image of God 

3.2 The Divinity of Christ  

3.3 The Humanity of Christ  

3.4 Being the Body of Christ  



 ‘For thousands of years 
it had been a common 
place that women had 
the same genitals as 
men except that, as 
Nemesius, bishop of 
Emesa in the fourth 
century, put it: “theirs 
are inside the body and 
not outside it”’. 



 H = kidneys 
L = ‘spermatick 
vessels’ 
M = ‘spermatick 
veins’ 
N = testicles 
0 = ‘ejaculatory 
vessels’ 
T = womb 



‘Every Woman hath 
two Tefticles as well 
as Men, being alfo 
for the fame ufe, 
which is to convert 
into fruitful Seed 
the Blood that is 
brought to them by 
the Preparing 
Veffels...;  



…but they differ 
from thofe of 
Men in 
feituation, figure, 
magnitude, 
fubftance, 
temperature, and 
compofition.’ 



 ‘We find that the Tefticles of a Woman are no 
more than, as it were, two clufters of Eggs, which 
lie there to be impregnated by the fpirituous 
Particles, or animating Effluviums, conveyed out 
of the Womb through the two Tubes, called by 
our Author Deferent Veffels.  And as he is 
miftaken in the Tefticles, fo is he likewife in an 
Error in his acceptation of the VVoman’s Seed: 
For indeed there is none fent forth by the 
Ejaculatory Veffels (by us called Fallopius’s 
Tubes) in coition, there being no Seed in the 
Ovaria, or Tefticles…’ 
 



Do women have 

 Natural rights? 

 Human rights? 

 Immortal 
souls? 

 Basic 
freedoms? 



 

 ‘…absolute sexual dimorphism 
remains one of the last false 
metanarratives governing our 
thinking, and contributes to a 
relationship between the sexes 
grounded in hierarchy and 
privilege’ (Dee Amy-Chinn). 



 ‘man’, ‘men’, 
‘fellowship’, 
‘mankind’, 
‘Son of Man’ 

 ‘He’, ‘Him’, 
‘His’, ‘Himself’ 

 Expressive practices 
of liturgy, hymnody, 
proclamation 

 ‘massive, primary 
evidence of the 
unaltered 
continuation of the 
one-sex theory into 
the 20th century, and 
now well beyond it 



 Background: 
Rousseau, Einstein, 
Genesis 1 

 Familiaris consortio 

 House of Bishops, 
Some Issues in 
Human Sexuality: A 
Guide to the Debate  



 Invented in 1860s 

 About the 
‘pleasure-principle’ 

 Challenged 
procreation  

 Marginalized 
‘homosexuality’ 

 Utilized the new 
‘science’ 



Evidence of 
two-sexes 

 ‘complementarity’ 
(again) 

 Are the two sexes 
‘equal’? In what 
sense? 

 Egalitarian and 
Inegalitarian 
versions 



The Modern 
Mix 

 Reliance on 
nomenclature of 
modernity;  

 Complementarity: 
the new natural 
theology; 

 One-sex theory 
preserved in 
language and male 
ordination  



 

 

 One person  

 Two natures  

 One human nature 

 One divine nature 

 NO male nature  



 
Based on 
 

 ‘Communion of Persons’ 
Equality 
Relationality 
 Imago dei 



 

 Christ has two natures 

 Christ has one human nature (not a male 
nature) 

 He is a man – aner or vir 

 His human nature is that of all humanity – 
anthropos or homo. 

 The ‘fourfold reality’: a new kingdom; a new 
creation; a new body; a new humanity. 







The ‘Genderful’ God? CHRIST = ‘image of God’ 



 
Vere deus 
Vere homo 
Vere unus 

 

 There is much more 
to the being of 
Christ than his male 
body. Being fully 
God, Christ too in 
his divine nature is 
above distinctions 
of sex/gender.  



 Christ’s 
personhood is 
divine; 

 Christ’s nature is 
human; 

 Christ is confessed 
as anthropos and 
homo; 

 Christ is not 
confessed as aner 
or vir. 



The ‘Fourfold Reality’ 

 

A new kingdom; 

A new creation; 

A new body; 

A new humanity  



The human 
crucified body 

The risen 
transformed body 

The mystical body 

The sacramental 
body 

The ecclesial body 

 

 

What’s 
masculine 
about these 
bodies? 



 

 Christian theology is committed to the 
transformation of human relations in Christ, 
not to the entrenchment of the idea that 
there are two opposite sexes.  

 

 Belief in two distinct sexes is a ‘master 
narrative’, a ‘dominant ideology’ which awaits 
further exposure.  
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